
The Dave and Shirley Sovereign Family Scholarship 
Fund was established by Dave and Shirley 
Sovereign, lifelong residents of Howard County, 
Iowa, who have dedicated their lives to education, 
agriculture, and community service.

Shirley’s career spanned 32 years as a teacher and 
principal in the Howard-Winneshiek Community 
School District, where she also currently serves 
on the school board. Her lifelong commitment 
to education has made her a strong advocate 
for helping students reach their full potential. 
Shirley has also served on the Crestwood Dollars 
for Scholars Board for 10 years, working on the 
scholarship committee and witnessing firsthand the 
impact scholarships have on students’ opportunities 
for further education.

Dave is a partner in a family farming operation 
that spans several generations. Together, Dave 
and Shirley have been active community members, 
serving on numerous local boards and committees, 
including the Howard County Community 
Foundation. Through their volunteer work, they’ve 
seen the importance of local leadership and the 
power of giving back to make a lasting difference.

The Sovereigns value the willingness of individuals 
to step up to leadership roles and volunteer 
their time and talents for the betterment of their 
communities. They credit their own success and 
fulfillment to strong leadership abilities, hard work, 
and a commitment to service—values they hope to 
encourage in future generations.

Their decision to partner with the Howard County 
Community Foundation stems from their deep 
involvement with the organization and their belief in 
its ability to make meaningful, local impact. Having 
experienced the grant process firsthand, Dave and 
Shirley understand how locally funded projects and 
scholarships create opportunities that strengthen 
communities.

Dave and Shirley established this scholarship fund 
to help students with financial need pursue their 
goals of further education, whether through a trade 
school or college. They have set a goal to continue 
building the fund over time so it can sustain 
scholarships for many years to come.

For Shirley, this fund is especially personal—she 
experienced financial need herself as a high school 
graduate working toward a college degree and 
a teaching career. She believes strongly in the 
importance of education as a foundation for lifetime 
success and fulfillment.

Through the Dave and Shirley Sovereign Family 
Scholarship Fund, Dave and Shirley hope to help 
students not only achieve their educational goals 
but also develop leadership skills and a sense 
of purpose that will inspire them to contribute 
meaningfully to their communities in the future.
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A FUND OF THE 

ONLINE GIFTS CAN BE MADE TO THE DAVE AND SHIRLEY SOVEREIGN FAMILY SCHOLARSHIP FUND AT  
CFNEIA.ORG/DONATIONS/SOVEREIGNSCHOLARSHIP.  FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS FUND, CONTACT 

THE HOWARD COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION AT 319-287-9106.

“�We want to help young 
people in our community 
experience success and 
fulfillment in their chosen 
careers.” 
                         -Shirley Sovereign 

Dave and Shirley 
Sovereign Family
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