
Marilyn Ganrude Hayes was born on October 22, 1942, and grew up in Caledonia, Minnesota. Her father was Elvin 
Ganrude and her mother was Olga Olsen Ganrude. She lived on a farm and was the only girl in her family with seven older 
brothers and one younger brother. She loved being in the woods and spending time with her family.

Rick Hurtado was born on April 8, 1948, and grew up in Waterloo, Iowa. His family didn’t have a lot of money, and because 
of this he learned to go “without” and learned that he didn’t need much to live on.

As a young child, Marilyn painted with her father and completed farm chores, learning the value of hard work. Marilyn 
graduated from high school and went to work in Minneapolis. Later, she attended a community college. Her hard work 
continued after she became a mother and spent time raising her family at home. At the age of 40, she graduated from a 
medical secretary program and began working in that field. She loved transcribing and was always satisfied with her career 
choice.

Rick attended St. Joseph’s and St. Mary’s schools for elementary and middle school. In 9th grade, he went to Columbus High 
School. He then transferred to Waterloo East High School in 11th grade where he graduated.

Rick has worked hard throughout his life. He worked for Bishops Cafeteria from 1965-66, worked at F-W Means 
Laundromat from 1966-1968, graduated from high school in 1967 and was drafted to the army in 1968. Afterward, he took 
an electrical apprenticeship from 1973-1977 and became a journeyman electrician with the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers, IBEW Local 288 in Waterloo. He has since retired with 36 years in the trade.

Marilyn was very active in her church in many ways. One of her favorite volunteer opportunities was becoming a church 
deacon. She loved participating in sports of all kinds, including playing in her church volleyball league and on a softball team. 
She and Rick were fans of downhill skiing and looked forward to outings with their ski club. Music was another passion of 
hers, and she loved to dance and listen to music, especially to Elvis tunes. Marilyn passed away on August 8, 2006.

Rick is active in the community with My Waterloo Days “People in the Park” event. He also established a fund at the 
Community Foundation called “Flags of Waterloo” on behalf of the Black Hawk Union Council to raise money for American 
flags throughout the community.

Rick spends his time volunteering with the Brain Injury Association of Iowa to increase public awareness about brain injuries 
and improve the quality of life for those suffering from brain injuries. He also volunteers with Rolling Thunder Inc., whose 
major function is to publicize the POW MIA issues to correct the past and protect the future for all veterans.

Rick’s charitable interests include the State University of Iowa Foundation “Cancer Research,” Black Hawk County Veteran’s 
Association, and helping veterans at Pillar of Cedar Valley in Waterloo. Rick also supports The Highground Veterans 
Memorial Park in Wisconsin, whose mission is “to honor, educate, and heal our veterans, families, and all who visit.”

Rick established the Marilyn Ganrude Hayes and Rick Hurtado H and H Foundation Fund with the Community Foundation 
of Northeast Iowa in memory of Marilyn and to help others forever. Rick wanted to experience the true feeling of giving 
during his lifetime and felt the Community Foundation could best help him meet his present charitable goals. He has stated 
that he has lived in Waterloo his whole life and “just wants to give back.”
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