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On March 24, 1920 eleven charter members gathered together in the Russell Lamson Hotel to form the 
Spokesman’s Club.  During their first year, six more members joined the club with a featured purpose noted in 
a 1944 article of the Waterloo/Cedar Falls Courier as “giving members practice in public speaking.”  

The Charter members of the Spokesman’s Club were:
	 Ralph Hoxie, the club’s first president and president of Waterloo Fruit Company
	 Al Gates, President of Gates Business College
	 C.A. Morris, the local Cadillac Dealer
	 John Sweeney, Westinghouse Electric
	 Harry Limbert, Noister Egg Case Company
	 H.D. Lee, superintendent of West High
	 Fred Northey, president of Herrick Refrigerator
	 John Rath, president of Rath Packing Company from 1898-1943
	 George Turner, a grocer
	 Guy See, Waterloo Garment Company
	 Bruce Gates, also associated with Gates College

Others who joined in the first year were Verne Orr, an auto dealer; William H. Langles, Alstadt and Langles 
Bakery; Clyde Lamson, described as a man of leisure; Herman Miller Jr., an insurance agent; Jack Jones, a 
banker; and Harry Boysen, a dentist.  

The parallels that exist between Spokesman’s Club and Rotary are more than happenstance.  Most of the 
charter members (and members thereafter) were also Rotarians and the group originally met in the Black’s Tea 
Room, the same location as the Rotary meetings at that time. 

Aside from a social gathering for local men the club also donated time and financial support to the community.  
In 1970 the club donated a piece of sculpture to the Waterloo Recreation and Arts Center and memorials 
continue to be made to the Community Foundation of Waterloo/ Cedar Falls and Northeast Iowa in honor of 
past members.  

The club meets every Wednesday, September through May.  The last meeting in May is when the club 
celebrates with “Ladies’ Night.”   

Many of the men who were involved with Spokesman’s Club highly valued and greatly appreciated this 
community.  They were and are businessmen, educators, health professionals, and highly skilled leaders.  In 
1999 the club established the Spokesman’s Club Fund at the Community Foundation of Waterloo/Cedar Falls 
and Northeast Iowa.  The income from this endowed gift is distributed to projects and agencies that apply to 
the Foundation through the bi-annual discretionary granting process.  Much like the long and vibrant history 
of the club this fund will continue to benefit the community just as the Spokesmen’s Club members have since 
1920.      
				    *Historical vignette prepared by the Community Foundation of Northeast Iowa


