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Margaret’s (Margie) parents were John Arthur Young and Gertrude 
Lukehart. Margie was one of four children, all of whom were known for 
being leaders in the community. Her brothers were John Young, Robert 
(Bob) Young and Richard (Dick) Young. Margie’s father, who went by his 
middle name, Arthur, was born in Waterloo and her mother, Gertrude, was 
born on a farm near Ackley, Iowa. Margie’s grandparents, on both sides, 
originally came from Germany. Bill’s parents were W.H. William Langlas, 
born in Waterloo and Ellen Thusnelda Zellhoefer. Thus’s father was an 
itinerant minister.

Bill was a graduate of Waterloo’s East High School and Margie is a 
graduate of West High School. Bill and Margie met while they were seniors in high school. While they were in 
college they continued to date whenever they were both back in Waterloo. Margie attended the University 

of Iowa, Boulder University in Colorado, UCLA, and returned to the 
University of Iowa to graduate. Bill went to the University of Vermont for 
three years and then attended the University of Iowa for a year.

Bill and Margie were married shortly after Margie finished college, on 
June 7, 1941. After college, Bill worked at the Altstadt & Langlas Bakery, 
where they made “Kleen-maid” bread.

After one year of marriage, Bill was drafted into WWII. He served over 
seas in the Pacific (New Guinea, Philippines and Japan.) He was with a 

mobile unit that provided bakery service to the men in the armed forces. In January of 1946, Bill came home 
and went back to work at the bakery. He then went on to purchase Lawn City Bakery. Bill stayed with Lawn City 
until he developed an allergy to the wheat and barley that he worked with, at which time he retired.

Upon his retirement from Lawn City Bakery, Margie and Bill’s sons Steve and Dave came back to Waterloo to 
dispose of the Bakery. The two sons then went into the building business along with Margie’s brother Dick, 
who helped to supervise the boys. When bad times hit Waterloo in the 1980’s, Steve and Dave chose to move 
to Billings, Montana, and established themselves in the construction business there.

Community Involvement

Margie dedicated her life first to her family, and then to the needs of the community. She took an active role 
in supporting various causes such as United Appeal (which became United Way) and in drives for Cancer 
and Heart associations. She also served with the Junior League of Waterloo. Bill was widely known for his 
community work. He was on the Boards of the National Bank and the Cedar Falls Bank and Trust.  

The Young Arena on Commercial and Mullen was built with the majority of the donations coming from the 
Young and Langlas families, which included Margie’s brothers and their families.

Bill Langlas’ Honors and Accomplishments

Bill was awarded a Certificate of Appreciation from the City of Waterloo, signed by Bernard McKinley. The 
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certificate was awarded for Bill’s “Valuable and devoted Service rendered to the Community”.  

Bill was also awarded the Waterloo Chamber of Commerce’s Hall of Fame Award (1994) for his devoted service 
to the community.

A Heritage of Giving

Bill and Margie’s families have always been community minded. Margie’s mother died very young, and 
her father became an important influence in her life. She was inspired to support her community by this 
mentorship.  Margie recalls her father providing gifts and food each Christmas to the residents of the County 
Home and for the children in an orphanage that was located in Waverly, Iowa.  Her father often took her with 
him when visiting the elderly.  He wanted to impress upon her the need for community support of the elderly, 
and also to help her understand the importance of being independent and making preparations for oneself for 
when you get older.

Her father often quietly helped various families in the community who were identified as being in need. 
Margie shared that it was important to her father that attention and care be provided for the young, the old 
and those who were not able to care for themselves. He felt that those who were in the middle years, and 
healthy, should be able to work and provide for themselves, as well as sharing with others whenever possible.

Margie’s father also provided funding for scholarships for students with economic needs, who might otherwise 
be unable to continue their schooling by themselves.

Margie shared how her brother Dick took on the role of caring for the community after her father’s death. She 
stated, “My brother Dick was just like my father.”

When asked why she thought her parents and other family members were willing to be so generous to this 
community, Margie replied, “We have enough money to share.” She went on to say that when individuals find 
themselves living comfortably, they should be willing to share anything extra with others not so fortunate.  
This can be accomplished by giving back to your community. “What people don’t realize is that one gets as 
much out of giving as receiving,” states Margie. Because she and her family were provided with good health 
and good fortune, they felt a responsibility and a strong desire to share with others.

Margie established the Bill & Margaret Langlas Family Fund after Bill’s death. Her desire was that this fund 
would provide, in perpetuity, continued support for the community and for the individual workers and 
volunteers of the various not-for-profit organizations in the area. She firmly believed that it is the nonprofits 
who take responsibility for helping others in need.  Margie felt that by supporting these nonprofit groups, we 
are indirectly helping each one of those people that they are helping.

Margaret Y. Langlas - May 27, 1918 to January 24, 2012
William C. Langlas - July 10, 1917 to September 23, 1986

Married: June 7, 1941

Children:   1.William J. Langlas (04/03/44), married to Jean (Talagan), 
			   children are William P. and Margaret Ann (Maggie)
	       2. Stephen  R. Langlas (10/15/47), married to Ruth (Missy) (Lackey), children are Tidd, Helen Lucille  	
	           (Lucy) & Catherine Ruth
	       3. David C. Langlas (03/23/49), married to Virginia (Gini) (Naber), children are Devon & Patricia
	       4. Donald R. Langlas (08/30/57), married to Julie (Schwem), children are Sarah, Jill & Kelly
	       5.  Susan J. (Langlas) Syvertson (08/30/57), married to James Syvertson, children are Laura & Hilary

*Historical vignette prepared by the Community Foundation of Northeast Iowa.


