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BLACK HAWK COUNTY 
GRANT APPLICATION Procedures

What is the Community Foundation?

The Community Foundation of Northeast Iowa is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization created by and for the people of Northeast Iowa. We believe that we must protect, nurture, and nourish the uniqueness of the Northeast Iowa area, the diversity of its race and culture, the richness of its artistic expression and appreciation, and the beauty and quality of its natural resources so that all may enjoy a quality of life both now and in perpetuity.

What We Support

The Community Foundation will provide competitive, discretionary grants to improve life in Black Hawk County, Iowa.  We want to help develop communities that people want to live in, as well as to benefit rural areas of the county.  Areas of Foundation giving are:  arts & culture, community betterment, education, environmental protection, health, historic preservation and human service.  

Eligibility to Apply for Funding

A Distribution Committee, composed of Community Foundation board members and community volunteers from Waterloo and Cedar Falls, is charged with making funding recommendations to the full Board of Directors. The following items are important in this screening and recommendation process:
a. Applicants must be classified by the IRS as 501(c)(3), tax-exempt non-profit organizations or government entities. Charitable projects conducted by tax-exempt organizations classified as other than 501(c)(3) are reviewed on a case-by-base basis. Please contact our office with questions about eligibility.

b. Requests should be for one year only, as the Board favors keeping income from the endowment unencumbered for subsequent grant making cycles.
c. If awarded, grants must be expended within Black Hawk County. Applicants ought not to request grants if a portion would be sent out of the area to pay administrative or other fees of a parent organization. 
d. Operational support requests are allowed, but the Board prefers not to fund requests for salaries alone. Operational requests from other foundations will not be considered. 
e. The staff of applicant agencies should give evidence of having the ability to carry out funded programs successfully. The general reputation of the agency and past performance of its staff will be considered.
f. Grants will not be made to an applicant in consecutive grant cycles. One application per organization per cycle and one grant award per organization per year. (Exceptions may be made for large institutions like universities or school districts, to allow for applications in consecutive cycles. Contact the Foundation with questions.)
g. Public and private schools and school districts may apply, but the Foundation will not fund capital improvements, salaries or technology/equipment requests. Grants will not be made to the same school in consecutive cycles. Priority will be given to requests for innovative, replicable projects which focus on asset-building objectives.
h. It is not the Foundation’s intent to support requests for funds to be re-granted by the recipient organization.
i. If the applicant has received past funding, all grant reporting must be up to date and in good standing.
j. CONSIDER APPLYING!  There are no set of criteria that, if met, will guarantee funding, but we look for new ways to have a positive impact through innovative and high-impact grants.
Applying for a Grant

Applicants interested in seeking grants from the Community Foundation are asked to submit a completed grant application, which is now available for online submission. Visit www.cfneia.org and click on “Receive” to access the link to the online application system.
It is suggested that applicants contact Carolynn Sween, Community Foundation Program Director, to explore the appropriateness of requests and for any further guidance she may be able to provide about current funding priorities.
How to submit: 

All applications materials should be submitted through the online submission system.
Incomplete or hard copy applications will not be considered.
When are grants awarded?
The Community Foundation Board of Directors approves Black Hawk County charitable grants twice a year—in June and December.

Applications for grants must be submitted approximately two months prior to the awarding of the grants. The deadlines and award dates are as follows:
	APRIL 1
	Deadline for submission of grant applications for June awards.

	JUNE 15
	Notification for June award cycle.

	OCTOBER 1
	Deadline for submission of grant applications for December awards.

	DECEMBER 15
	Notification for December award cycle.


Awarded applicants are required to:

1. Sign a Terms of Grant Agreement which clarifies legal parameters for use of the grant.

2. Submit a short written report within six months on the outcome of the funded project. This report will also be completed online. 
Applicants are invited to contact our administrative office at 319.287.9106 with specific questions on submission procedures or eligibility.
